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impressed at the time hy the importance of written work
for the student that many years later, in hoth the institu-
tions where he was powerful in his mature life, the sys-
tem was expanded and emphasized to a high degree.

The professors of the day at Glasgow were a highly
respectable body of men, even though for the reasons
given they did not make much of a mark in the world
of science and letters, nor upon their pupils. One of
them, Daniel Sandford, who was later made a baronet,
was a very brilliant marv but, being also ambitious, he
turned aside into politics, and, though successful in that
career, left behind him no enduring monument of his
scholarship. The department in which the young
McCosh excelled, that of Mathematics, was presided over
hy a man so eccentric that his conduct was a dangerous
incentive to fun and disorder among the students. The
penalty for irregularity was a small fine, and this the
delinquents were careful to pay in farthings, so as to
afford the greatest merriment to the assembled class. If
his back were turned for an instant in drawing or ex-
plaining a diagram on the blackboard, there was at once
a great uproar, and consequently he regularly presented
the curious spectacle of demonstrating his propositions
with the figure behind him. A common trick was for a
student to ask permission to leave the room, and then
remain until another would propose to go and seek him ;
a third would then obtain liberty to search for the other
two, and so on until as many as time would permit had
gone out on the same pretext. Toward the close of the
Jiour they would all return in a boisterous crowd, each
ostentatiously dragging in the culprit who had preceded
him. the Scottish colleges might be copied with profit
